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Featured Speaker: Vilona Michael
Vilona Michael Marketing was founded in
May 2009 with the vision of creating marketing
strategies to support local businesses. After
building relationships with many local business
owners, I found they shared many of the same
struggles: lack of time, resources, and knowledge
about which marketing strategies to implement
and how. The goal became serving these
businesses to save them time, and provide them
with strategies and creative inspiration as a
marketing partner. Businesses in various industries
have grown and benefitted from my services.
As one of the only local agencies who’s had experience in
developing districts and communities (Uptown 23rd District,
Western Avenue District, The Main District , Northeast Oklahoma
City), it has contributed to my passion for integrating communities
with relationship marketing.
My vision is simple: to help you find a distinctive position in a
crowded marketplace that you—and only you—can own. No two
clients are the same, and I don’t have an exact formula for getting
there. I do have a process, and I like to think it’s a fun one.

Featured Speaker: Sidney Moncrief
Sidney Moncrief has served as founder
of over six successful companies from
retail automotive to people development
and consulting. A life-long entrepreneur
with over 34 years of company start-up
experience, he has served on the Board of
Directors of multiple organizations from a
Fortune 500 company to community
non-profits. He is a five-time NBA All-Star,
five-time member of the NBA All-Defensive team, a two-time NBA
Defensive Player of the Year, and an NBA All-Pro. He is a former head
coach and assistant coach. As a coach, Sidney Moncrief has served
on the coaching staff of the Dallas Mavericks, Golden State Warriors
and the Milwaukee Bucks. He also led an international team as the
head consultant in Beijing, China.
Sidney is also author of four books: “Sidney Moncrief: My Journey
to the NBA”; ” Your Passport to Reinventing You”; ” Your Passport to
Becoming a Valuable Team Player”; ” Your Passport to Back2Basics
Leadership” and ” Your Passport to Manhood”.
He is currently managing partner of Moncrief One Team. Moncrief
One Team is a people development company specializing in
Team Enhancement, Leadership, Youth Development, Fatherhood
Engagement and Early Childhood Management.
His non-profit organization, Moncrief Game Changer, Inc., conducts
forums and camps in the areas of college and career readiness,
diversity development, and entrepreneurship leadership.

Keynote: Mark Honberger
Mark Honberger is the Director of Remarkable Recreation
Solutions. He has over 30 years’ experience in the Parks
and Recreation Profession, most recently as the General
Manager for the “Coalinga-Huron Recreation and Park
District” in California (a Special District). He brings a wide
breadth of experience that includes working in Non-Profit
Recreation, Commercial Recreation, Faith-Based Recreation,
and of course Municipal Recreation; both with Cities &
Special Districts.
Mark has been very active as a leader in the profession, and
regularly served on leadership committees both with CPRS (the California
Park and Recreation Society) and with APRA (Arizona Park and Recreation
Association). Additionally, he is also a well-received speaker at state-wide
Park and Recreation Conferences, and has spoken in California, Arizona,
Nevada, New Mexico, and Rhode Island. At each conference he speaks at,
he is asked to provide multiple Education Sessions (and occasionally the
Keynote Address), having delivered 27 sessions in the past five years. Sought
out as an expert in managing the Operations of Recreation Facilities, Mark
has put together workshops on a dozen or so topics. These workshops
provide a “Nuts-And-Bolts,” “Rubber-Meets-The-Road,” type of education
that are full of practical “Get-It-Done-Now” types of solutions for Parks and
Recreation Agencies—solutions that are based on a career spent seeking the
best and most efficient ways of doing business. Mark always seeks ways to
improve himself and his agency.
At the end of 2016, Mark moved to Arizona with his family, where he
now enjoys working on his “homestead” near Show Low, AZ. Mark loves
giving back to the Parks & Recreation Profession and is now working with
Recreation Agencies on a consulting basis. He started his own company
called “REMARKABLE RECREATION SOLUTIONS,” providing creative & strategic
solutions to meet the budgetary and community needs of Recreation
Agencies to help them THRIVE!

CONFERENCE 2022 PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31
11:00am

Hustler Cup Golf Tournament
Rebsamen Golf Course

12:00pm-4:30 pm River Mountain Park Fieldtrip:
Float, Fish, Mountain Bike, or Hike
Choose your activity and explore by foot, bike, or kayak the
natural beauty of Central Arkansas. Little Rock offers a variety of
outdoor experiences at the confluence of River Mountain Park,
Two Rivers Park, and the Arkansas River Trail. Rock Town River
Outfitters will offer kayak and mountain bike rentals for those
that do not have equipment thanks to ARPA and or sponsors.
Learn from Little Rock Parks and Recreation Trail Coordinator
about the establishment of the Mountain Bike and Pedestrian
trails in this area. Meet local outfitter, Samuel Ellis, with Rock
Town River Outfitters as he speaks on the logistics of helping
the community find their outside through kayaking and biking.
Fishing poles and tackle will be available for ruse thanks to the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. For a fishing license go
to AGFC.com
1:30pm-3:30pm

Downtown River Trail
Bike Tour

Learn about paved trail design on the Arkansas River Trail tour
via a road bike or hybrid bike. Park Planner Dave Roberts will lead
the group on an educational ride from the LR River Market to
the North LITTLE Rock trail and back. Riders will have the option
of distance and pace. Rock Town River Outfitters will offer bike
rentals for those that do not have equipment thanks to ARPA and
or sponsors

CONFERENCE 2022 PROGRAM
1:00pm-4:00pm

Little Rock Park Tour

Tour three flagship parks in Little Rock with Little Rock Parks
Director, Leland Couch. Riverfront Park, MacArthur Park, and
Kanis Park feature everything from a sculpture garden, inclusive
playground, dog park, community fishing pond, pickleball
courts, trail system, museums, and more including future
projects to expand and stay relevant with recreation needs of the
community.
6:00pm-9:00pm

ARPA Social
Witt Stephens Jr. Nature Center

Expansive nature center showcasing the regions fish and wildlife
through exhibits, trails, and programs. Join us for a Mexican
fiesta!
9pm-Midnight

Grasshopper Hospitality Suite
Vogel Schwartz Sculpture Garden/
Marriott Riverview Room

Thursday, September 1, 2022
Time

Hoffman

7:30 – 8:15

Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors- Marriott Grand Ballroom

8:15 – 9:30

Welcome and Opening Keynote Mark Honberger
Raising the Bar in Recreation
“RAISING THE BAR” means taking our performance as Recreation Professionals to the next level; turning “Big Ideas” into practical “Action Steps.” This
fun & engaging Keynote Experience takes a “Nuts-&-Bolts” approach to our
profession; energizing audiences to go help their own agencies to THRIVE!

9:30 – 10:00

Break with Exhibitors

10:00 –
11:00

Adaptive/Inclusive Programming
Stephanie Jones
Tyler Rollins
Logan Bussard
Adaptive programming is difficult
and requires creativity and passion
for finding the best way to identify
improvements. The approach will necessitate skill, insight, and new kinds
of partnerships between donors and
agencies to explore the best framework and processes for a particular
intervention.

Finding Healing in the Natural
State
Sarah Heer
In 2019, Sarah Heer started Arkie
Travels with her husband Paul,
after a traumatic event left her
relearning to walk and using
nature to heal. Discovering the
beauty of the Natural State was
part of her journey and, through
video and photography, she
now shares her love of Arkansas
with the world.

11:05 –
12:05

Creating Inclusive Connections
Dave Roberts/Leesa Frazier
Why should park & community design
start with the goal of inclusion? This
session will show why inclusion matters and how to plan your next park
project where inclusion can be one of
your valuable outcomes. Implementation techniques and potential funding
sources will also be discussed.

What Story is Your Community
Telling You?
Vilona Michael
Understanding your community’s identity leads you to have
a deeper connection with your
target audiences. Taking your
marketing efforts to the next
level with strategic partnerships,
influencer marketing and public
relations.

Manning

Thursday, September 1, 2022
Chicot

Grampus

Soft Surface Trail Development
Hogan Koesis
NWA Trailblazers have partnered with
multiple cities across NWA and will share the
criteria that they have used to conceptualize
the trail system that they have put in place.

The 2024 Great North American Eclipse
in Arkansas: Welcoming Visitors to the
Natural State
Kim Williams
For the first time since 1918, Arkansas
will be in the path of totality for a solar
eclipse. This extraordinary event on
Monday, April 8, 2024, is anticipated to
be the largest event in The Natural State’s
history. Planning is underway throughout
the state. Learn more about this amazing
occurrence.

“Back in the Saddle”: How to Plan, Run,
and Collaborate for Successful Bicycle
Events
Kalene Griffith
After two years of challenges, this panel of
cycling event professionals will share different event strategies and tactics that have
positively impacted their communities. The
panelist will also highlight the connections
and collaborations that drive successful
events and brand recognition.

Green Infrastructure in Parks: Project
Examples and Funding with the Natural
Resources Division, Tate Wentz
Green infrastructure, or low impact development, is a common best management
practice in urban settings to help reduce
stormwater runoff. These projects can be
funded through the Arkansas Nonpoint
Source Pollution Program. This presentation will highlight past projects and
funding source.

Thursday, September 1, 2022
Time

Hoffman

Manning

11:05 – 12:05

Creating Inclusive Connections
Dave Roberts/Leesa Frazier
Why should park & community
design start with the goal of
inclusion? This session will show
why inclusion matters and how to
plan your next park project where
inclusion can be one of your valuable outcomes. Implementation
techniques and potential funding
sources will also be discussed.

What Story is Your Community
Telling You?
Vilona Michael
Understanding your community’s
identity leading you to have a
deeper connection with your
target audiences. Taking your marketing efforts to the next level with
strategic partnerships, influencer
marketing and public relations.

12:05 – 1:05

LUNCHEON Featured Speaker: Coach Sidney Moncrief
Marriott Grand Ballroom
Living Your Best Life with G.R.I.T.
Coach Moncrief will share the importance of having GRIT throughout your
life. He will explore the game-changing impact of emotional intelligence
and acts of kindness in the workplace.

1:05 – 1:30

Vendor Break
Marriott Grand Ballroom

1:30 – 2:30

Viewing Disability Through A New
Lens
Melanie Thornton
Julie Petty
Historically, disability has been
viewed in a negative light. In this
session, presenters will challenge
these historical perspectives of disability and position disability as an
aspect of diversity. We will introduce
the concept of ableism and address
language and disability.

2:30 – 3:15

Break with Exhibitors - Marriott Grand Ballroom

Revenue Generation for Parks and
Recreation
Mark Honberger
It is vital that Park and Recreation
Agencies press forward in their
efforts to generate additional
Revenue, instead of being passive
and just “hoping” that more participants register for the recreation
programs. This workshop will dive
into 50-60 ideas for generating
revenue for your agency.

Thursday, September 1, 2022
Chicot

Grampus

“Back in the Saddle”: How to Plan, Run,
and Collaborate for Successful Bicycle
Events”
Kalene Griffith
After two years of challenges, this panel of
cycling event professionals will share different event strategies and tactics that have
positively impacted their communities. The
panelist will also highlight the connections
and collaborations that drive successful
events and brand recognition.

Green Infrastructure in Parks: Project
Examples and Funding with the Natural
Resources Division
Tate Wentz
Green infrastructure, or low impact development, is a common best management
practice in urban settings to help reduce
stormwater runoff. These projects can be
funded through the Arkansas Nonpoint
Source Pollution Program. This presentation will highlight past projects and
funding source.

Why Are You Here? This Trail Was Made
For You
Christian Lentz
Sally Horsey
Many distinct trail types can exist within
a community - built for varying purposes,
interests, and users. Learn about a range
of multi-purpose trail typologies and the
unique design and construction considerations that can influence the facilities that
you build in your community’s trails.

The Arkansas SCORP: An Overview of
Recreation Research and Professional
Implications
Dr. Michael Bradley
A discussion about the SCORP process
for Arkansas now and into the future,
including the importance of participation
in the surveys and leveraging information
outcomes.

Thursday, September 1, 2022
Time

Hoffman

Manning

3:15 – 4:15

Inclusive Play Spaces
Clint Pitzer
This education session will
provide an overview of the 10step process—from connecting
community members to planning,
designing, promoting and
funding—to develop an inclusive
playspace. The inclusive playground definition and its benefits
to people of all ages and abilities.
Step-by-step process.

Scheduling and Program
Challenges in Aquatics
Adam Nelson
A brief overview of the approach
to scheduling and programming
of Aquatics at River Center. This
session will dive into challenges
that aquatics faces when looking
at these issues. Participants will
learn how the River Center seeks
to maximize its resources, staffing
and energy to provide a positive
environment for all of their
members and guests.

4:20 – 5:20

The Miracle League – It’s More
Than Baseball
Peggy McCall
This presentation will focus on the
importance of a program like the
Miracle League, the attitude and
mottos that the Miracle League
live by on the field, the value the
players bring to the community
while educating the Buddy/volunteers that the players are just
children and they happen to go
about things a little differently.

What’s the Big Deal With Trails
Joe Jacobs
Trails have always been important
in Arkansas. Historic trails crisscross the Natural State. Arkansas is
home to long-distance trails, short
hiking trails, paved trails, ATV trails,
and now, mountain bike trails. This
session will explain the importance
of trails to your parks.

Thursday, September 1, 2022
Chicot

Grampus

Tennis Partnerships Net Results
Deanna Garretson
Join USTA Arkansas in exploring grants to
improve your tennis courts and partnerships
and funding to expand or begin tennis
programming. Learn how easy running a
tennis program can be.

It’s Bad. It’s Ugly. It’s Time to Go
Colbie Jones
Litter can wreak havoc on not only our
environment, but also the economy and
livability of our state. This session will
look at issues that arise when litter takes
over space such as a park and provide
resources any Arkansan can utilize to
combat litter.

Balancing Park Maintenance with Park
Usage
Mark Honberger
Maintenance wants to keep people OFF THE
GRASS (keep it healthy), & recreation wants
to put people ON THE GRASS (make use
of the park). We must find Balance! Come
Learn how: To establish Common Goals; To
create Community Gathering Places; and
To engage a Customer Service Attitude in
both staffs.

Emergency Action Plans
Dr. Sandy Smith
Are you prepared for whatever emergency
or crisis arises in your setting? Does your
organization have emergency action
plans? Learn how best to prepare for the
unthinkable.

Thursday, September 1, 2022
6pm-6:30pm

USTA Awards Banquet Reception
Marriott Grand Ballroom

6:30pm

Halff Associates Awards Banquet

Blue Water CAS Scholarship Auction

Cunningham Recreation Baggo Tournament

Grasshopper Hospitality Suite

Vogel Schwartz Sculpture
Garden/ Marriott Riverview
Room

Thursday, September 1, 2022

Friday, September 2, 2022
Time

Hoffman

Manning

8:20 – 9:20

Aquatics Roundtable
Kyle McCawley
Kristin Robinson
Join us for open discussions
among your peers about topics
and issues and share your stories
and ask your questions! Meet
and network with other aquatic
professionals to gain new ideas
on training, programs and operations. Topics and issues include:
water safety strategies for
underserved communities;
design, planning and operating
aquatic facilities with fewer
lifeguards; planning and designing a spray pad; and other hot
topic issues.

We Already Made That Mistake
Richard Jay Stocker
The session will focus on common
situations that may occur in the
normal course of administering
routine operations of a public
Parks & Recreation Department…
and some possible solutions.

9:25 – 10:25

A Win Win - Benefits of a RP and
CVB Relationship
Erica Warden
Learn how to use your A&P/CVB/
Chamber to your advantage and
how to make the connection.
Increased events and programming, additional parks promotion,
economic impact reports and
added project support are just a
few of the benefits you can gain
from this relationship.

Maintaining Safe Play Environments
Clint Pitzer
This continuing education session
will highlight the primary causes
of playground injuries and discuss
the responsibilities owners as
well as manufacturers have for
providing and maintaining safe
playgrounds. There are primary
causes of playground injuries
that occur annually on public
playgrounds.

Friday, September 2, 2022
Lafayette
Motivate the Next Generation
Dr. Jay Post
This session is all about motivation tips for the new generation (Gen Z) as they enter the
recreation and parks industry. As leaders, we need to motivate each employee/staff member so they can meet or exceed expectations.

Friday, September 2, 2022
Time

Hoffman

Manning

10:30 – 11:00

Connecting Urban Communities to Wildlife: Natural Connections in the Natural State
Kim Sparks
Hollie Sanders
The Central Arkansas Urban
Wildlife Project is a camera survey
in public parks along the Arkansas
River in central Arkansas. We
will present an overview of this
project and discuss how studying
urban wildlife can enhance parks
and recreation programming and
increase connections in urban
communities.

Do’s & Don’ts of Social Media
Vilona Michael
Simple and quick social media tips
to engage with your followers and
local communities.

11:00-11:30

Intro to the Office of Outdoor
Recreation
Katherine Andrews
This session will give an introduction to the Arkansas Office
of Outdoor Recreation. We will
discuss the economic impact of
the industry both nationwide and
across the state, as well as the
importance of championing the
great outdoors and businesses
involved in outdoor recreation.

Disc Golf – Get Creative with
Space
Thomas Coffin
Grant Watts
Learn how to be creative with
current park space for a disc
golf course! You will learn about
different designs and resources to
maximize your department with
the disc golf community.

11:30 – 12:00

Recreation Program Sustainability/U.S. Forest Service
Bill Jackson
Due to ever challenging budgets
and public demand for outdoor
recreation opportunities. The
Ouachita National Forest continues to seek ways to maintain the
Forest developed recreation sites
through innovated management
and partnership opportunities.

Adapted Sports And Arts Programs For Children With Special
Needs
Courtney Leach
Community Connections provides
quality extra-curricular activities
for children with special needs
and support for their families. We
would love to work with more
groups around the state in providing adapted activities for children
and young adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities!

Friday, September 2, 2022
Lafayette

Making Connections with Adaptive
Recreation in Arkansas
Hollie Sanders
Learn about the Arkansas Adaptive Recreation work group that is pulling together recreational professionals, resources, communication, and partnerships to explore adaptive
recreation experiences, opportunities, and needs in Arkansas. A special focus has been on
accessibility in outdoor recreation.

Synthetic Turf 101
Josh Travis
Concentrating on reducing our impact on the environment by continually implementing
sustainable practices. Discuss solutions that cater to your project & property requirements.
Learn about simple commercial synthetic turf maintenance.
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AWARD CATEGORIES
Facility of the Year
This award recognizes parks facilities and amenities both
large and small. Its purpose is to celebrate your city’s
accomplishments. Categories are broken down into the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Indoor Facility under 1 million
Indoor Facility 1 million-5 million
Indoor Facility over 5 million
Outdoor Facility $200,000-$500,000
Outdoor Facility over $500,000
Outdoor Facility under $200,000

Champion of the Year
This award honors an individual whose efforts as a
volunteer made a significant contribution to parks
and recreation in the state of Arkansas. Nominees may
include an individual whose time, expertise, and/or
labor is donated and unpaid. Nominations may be made
in recognition of the nominee’s cumulative service or
for their efforts on a single project or activity that has
created benefit for parks and recreation at the local,
regional, or statewide level.
Champion Team of the Year
This award honors a group or organization whose efforts
as volunteers made a significant contribution to parks
and recreation in the state of Arkansas. Nominees may

AWARD CATEGORIES
include businesses, nonprofit organizations, or others
whose time, expertise, and/or labor is donated and
unpaid. Nominations may be made in recognition of
the nominee’s cumulative service or for their efforts on
a single project or activity that has created benefit for
parks and recreation at the local, regional, or statewide
level.
Program of the Year
•

Sports Management Program – This award
recognizes a well-developed and successful sports
management program. This award can be geared
towards mainstream and non-mainstream sports.

•

Therapeutic Recreation Program – This award
recognizes a well-developed and successful
therapeutic recreation program. This award can be
geared towards athletics, education, or leisure.

•

Natural Resources Program – This award recognizes
a well-developed and successful natural resources
program. These programs could include, but are not
limited to the following nature-based programs:
fishing, archery, and kayaking.

•

Tourism/Recreation Event Administration Program
– This award recognizes an event run by the Parks
Dept to increase tourism for their region.

AWARD CATEGORIES
Professional of the Year
This award recognizes one outstanding professional
in the entire state in the field of Parks and Recreation
who is committed to advancing the industry through
leadership, work accomplishments, and volunteerism.
Ages 35 and over.
Outstanding New Professional
This award recognizes a park and recreation professional
with a minimum of 3 years and less than 15 years
of experience in the field, and who possesses the
qualities and skills of an emerging leader. The nominee
demonstrated outstanding leadership, initiative,
innovation, and contribution to the park and recreation
profession in Arkansas. Within his/her career, the
nominee has shown steady career advancement, a
commitment to ongoing professional development,
recognition and respect from coworkers and colleagues
as an emerging leader, and engagement with community
and/or professional organizations.
Young Professional of the Year
This award recognizes one outstanding young
professional in the entire state in the field of Parks
and Recreation who is committed to advancing the
industry through leadership, work accomplishments, and
volunteerism. Ages under 35.

AWARD CATEGORIES
Lifetime Award Recipients
This special award is to recognize a person, professional
or citizen, who live(d) or work(ed) in the State of Arkansas
and has achieved prominence for his/her excellence
in outstanding and lasting contributions to the
advancement of recreation and parks on the local and/
or state levels. These contributions should be of longterm impact upon the recreation and park movement. A
minimum of 20 years in the field of Recreation and Parks
is required.
Festival/Special Event of the Year
This award recognizes a successful festival or special
event ran by the Parks Department. This award is
geared towards a tourism attraction or a well-received
community event. Categories are broken down into the
following:
•
•
•

Festival/Special Event of the Year 1-4yrs
Festival/Special Event of the Year 5-10yrs
Festival/Special Event of the Year 11+yrs

AWARD CATEGORIES
Trail of the Year
This award recognizes both large and small trails. Its
purpose is to help build enthusiasm and support to
raise public awareness about the value of Arkansas’ trail
network. Categories are broken down into the following:
•
•

Hard Surface Trail
Natural Surface Trail

Presidential Citation
This special award recipient is chosen by the ARPA sitting
President. The award recipient can be chosen from any of
the above categories.

THANK YOU TO
ALL OUR SPONSORS!

Marriott Riverview
Room and Vogel Schwartz
Sculpture Garden
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NOTES
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THANK YOU

TO ALL OUR EXHIBITORS!
Ace Signs

Hustler Turf Equipment

ACS Playground Adventures

Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation

American Ramp Company

Keep Arkansas Beautiful

Arkansas Urban Forestry Council

Kompan

Blue Water CAS

McClelland Consulting Engineers

Cadron Creek Play

Mid-South Recreation, Inc.

CertaPro Painters

Most Dependable Fountains

CorWorth/Restroom Facilities Ltd.

Musco Sports Lighting

Crafton Tull

PCC Sports

Cunningham Recreation

Play and Park Structures

RJR Enterprises

Power Play, LLC

Davis Playgrounds

Push Pedal Pull

ETC Architects & Engineers

Rain Drop Products

Fisher Arnold

Rainey Electronics

Forever Lawn

Synlawn

Grasshopper Company

The PlayWell Group

Greenway

USA Shade

Hahn Enterprises

USTA Arkansas

Halff Associates

Westport Pools

AUGUST
30 – SEPTEMBER
2, 2022
SEPTEMBER
18-22, 2023
JONESBORO, AR

